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 (Senate Bills through S0498)

	Bill
	Status
	Topic
	Summary

	HB 0671
	House Calendar – SB in Committee
	Liens
	Provides lien imposed on real property by governmental or quasi-governmental entity for certain purposes are not valid against creditor or subsequent purchasers unless lien is recorded.

	SB 0704
	Committee
	Building Code
	Makes multiple changes to building related laws.  Provides for electronic submission of plans.  Provides an exemption for owners to install solar panels.  Eliminates license requirement for glass contractors.  Directs the Florida Building Commission to develop rules on screen enclosures.

	SB 0782
	Committee
	Evidence Code
	Amends rules on what testimony is admissible at trial.

	SB 0826
	Committee
	Title Insurance
	In the event of a complete loss of title, the bill requires insurers to pay full policy limits regardless of market value. Additionally, the bill requires insurers to issue supplemental policies to owners of real property whenever a new “loan title insurance policy” is issued. Finally, the bill requires all title searches to begin from the last title transaction at least 30 years before the issuance of a new title policy.

	SB 0928
	Committee
	Property Assessments
	Changes the criteria used by property appraiser to value real estate for taxation purposes.  The bill specifies that the present cash value of the property would now include, but not be limited to, a distress sale, short sale, bank sale, or sale at public auction.

	HB 0503
	House Calendar
	Environmental Regulation
	Numerous changes to environmental regulations.  Providing a general permit for a stormwater management system under 10 acres may be authorized without agency action.  The bill authorizes the DEP and WMDs to implement a voluntary SPGP for all dredge and fill activities impacting 3 acres or less of wetlands or other surface waters, including navigable waters, subject to agreement with the COE if the general permit is at least as protective of the environment and natural resources as existing state law under part IV of ch. 373, F.S., and federal law under the Clean Water Act and Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899.

	SB 1050
	Committee
	Mortgages
	Current law allows mortgagors to request and receive, within 14 days, information about their loan, such as the payoff, from the mortgagee. The bill allows a record title owner of a property, a fiduciary or trustee lawfully acting on behalf of a record title owner, or any other person lawfully authorized to act on behalf of a mortgagor or record title owner of the property access to mortgage information. To receive the information, these authorized persons must provide a copy of the instrument proving title in the property ownership interest or lawful authorization. Once a request is made, the mortgagee must provide the total unpaid balance on a per-day basis, but may also include additional information in the estoppel letter.  The mortgagee is required to provide the estoppel letter containing such information within 14 days after receipt of a written request.

	HB 1009
	Committee
	Golf Carts
	The bill creates s. 319.14(10), F.S., providing that a vehicle titled or branded and registered as a low-speed vehicle may be converted to a golf cart.  The bill creates s. 319.14(10), F.S., providing that a vehicle titled or branded and registered as a low-speed vehicle may be converted to a golf cart.  The bill also defines “low speed vehicle” as any four wheeled vehicle whose top speed is greater than 20 miles per hour but not greater than 25 miles per hour, including, but not limited to, neighborhood electric vehicles.

	SB 1322
	Committee
	Dogs
	Breed specific local ordinances were prohibited, but ordinances in place as of October 1990 were grandfathered.  This bill eliminates the grandfather provision.

	HB 7003
	House Calendar
	Growth Management
	Environmental Resource Permitting; Requires DEP, in coordination with water management districts, to develop statewide resource permitting rules for activities relating to management & storage of surface waters; preserves exemption from causes of action under "Bert J. Harris, Jr., Private Property Rights Protection Act"; provides exemption from Administrative Procedure Act; requires counties, municipalities, & delegated local pollution control programs to amend ordinances & regulations; provides applicability, effect, & repeal of specified rules; provides presumption of compliance for certain stormwater management systems; provides exemptions for specified stormwater management systems & permitted activities.

	HB 4061
	Approved by House – Messages to Senate
	Building Code
	The 2006 legislation required the Office of Insurance Regulation (OIR) to develop a program to provide an objective rating system allowing homeowners to evaluate the relative ability of Florida properties to withstand the wind load from a sustained severe tropical storm or hurricane.  The uniform home rating scale adopted scores a homes’ ability to withstand wind load from a tropical storm or hurricane on a scale of 1 to 100.  In 2008, the Legislature required use of the home grading scale in sales of homes located in the state’s wind borne debris region.  The bill repeals the statutory authority for the home grading scale.

	HB 0213
	Committee
	Mortgages & Liens
	Enacts a two year limitation to pursue any deficiency claim against the property owner commencing after foreclosure or deed in lieu of foreclosure.  This applies to condominium and homeowner associations in addition to mortgagees.

	HB 0319
	Committee
	Condominiums & Associations
	Allows staggered terms of directors if provided for in articles or bylaws without requiring a subsequent vote by members.  Requires condominium board election challenges to be pursued within 60 days after election results are announced.  Amends list of hurricane resistant improvements that can be installed by association upon approval of members.  Exempts foreclosing lenders and successors from liability for interest and collection fees accruing prior to foreclosure, subject to 12 month or 1% lookback.  Limits right to add condominium phases after 7 years from the original declaration.  Adds work product privilege to exempt records.  Limits obligation to obtain mortgagee approval to most amendments.
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