2011 Laws Passed or Pending
Revised: 1.20.11
 (Senate Bills through S0498)

	Bill
	Status
	Summary (from legislative website, unless marked with *)

	
	
	

	S0082
	Filed 1.10.11
	Onsite Sewage Treatment and Disposal Systems. Eliminates provisions directing the Department of Health to create and administer a statewide septic tank evaluation program.  (Similar H 0013, S 0130, S 0168, Compare H 0167)

	
	
	

	S0132
	Committees 1.14.11
	Contamination Notification.  Requires by Florida DEP of environmental contamination to property owners, presidents of condo associations and others.

	
	
	

	S0142
	Committees 1.18.11
	Comparative Fault.  In broadly defined "negligence actions" the Court must apply comparative fault analysis. (SeeH0201)

	
	
	

	S0172
	Committees 1.11.11
	Growth Management.  Amends growth management act including urban service areas, concurrency requirements and plan amendments.

	
	
	

	S0210
	Committees 1.14.11
	Homestead Property Assessed Value; Proposes amendments to the State Constitution to prohibit increases in the assessed value of homestead property if the fair market value of the property decreases.  (Similar S 0390, Compare H 0273)

	
	
	

	S0270
	Committees 1.05.11
	Property Tax Discounts for Early Payment. Increases the discount rates for early payment of property taxes.  November and other discounts doubled.  95%  min. assessment to 91%.

	
	
	

	S0328
	Committees 1.03.11
	Service of Process.  Authorized process servers are given unannounced access inside gated communities and condominium common areas.  (Identical H 0059)

	
	
	

	S0332
	Committees 1.03.11
	Submerged Lands.  Authorizes the Florida to lease sovereign submerged lands for private residential use.  (Identical H 0173)

	
	
	

	S0366
	Committees 1.12.11
	Handbill Distribution.  Expands penalties for unlawfully distributing handbills in a public lodging establishment. (Similar H 0063)

	
	
	

	S0382
	Committees 1.12.11
	Tax Certificates.  Revises procedures for tax certificate sales and tax deeds focused on paperless functions.  (Similar H 0161, Compare S 0478)

	
	
	

	S0396
	Filed 1.11.11
	Building Construction and Inspection.  Expands the categories of persons who may be certified as qualified for a license by endorsement as a home inspector. Revises requirements for selecting a member of the Florida Building Commission.

	
	
	

	S0408
	Committees 1.14.11
	Insurance.  Revises operation of  Office of Insurance Regulation.  No current impact apparent for associations.

	
	
	

	S0401
	Filed 1.12.11
	Impact Fees.  Places burden of proof on government when the legality of an impact fee is challenged in court.

	
	
	

	S0412
	Filed 1.12.11
	Constitutional Amendment to Allow Tax Exemption for Renewable Energy Devices.

	
	
	

	S0426
	Filed 1.12.11
	Residential Tenancies. Authorizes certified process servers to serve writs of possession in actions for possession of residential property.

	
	
	

	S0434
	Filed 1.13.11
	Assessment of Residential Real Property. Prohibits adding the value of certain improvements (hurricane proofing, solar and wind energy etc...), to the assessed value of certain real property.  Specifies additional exceptions to assessments of homestead and nonhomestead property at just value.  (See HB 117 - No decrease if value drops.)

	
	
	

	S0476
	Filed 1.19.11
	Public Lodging Establishments. Provides that vacation rentals s. 509.242(1)(c) are residential property for purposes of provisions related to the treatment of such properties. Requires that the operator of a vacation rental retain any advance payment or deposit made for the vacation rental until the occupancy begins or is cancelled. Clarifies that vacation rentals are exempt from certain sanitary rules. Clarifies an exemption from licensure for condominium associations that do not own vacation rentals.

	
	
	

	H0089
	Committees 1.10.11
	Effective Public Notices by Governmental Entities. Authorizes local government to use its publicly accessible website for legally required notices & advertisements; defines "publicly accessible website"; provides conditions for utilization of publicly accessible website for such purposes; provides for optional receipt of legally required public notices & advertisements via first class mail or e-mail; provides requirements for legally required advertisements & public notices published on publicly accessible website; provides that specified notice, advertisement, or publication on publicly accessible website constitutes legal notice; provides that advertisements directed by law or order or decree of court to be made in county in which no newspaper is published may be made by publication on publicly accessible website; provides clarifying & conforming language.

	
	
	

	H0253
	Filed 1.18.11
	Limited Liability Companies: Provides that charging order against member's transferable interest is sole & exclusive remedy available to enforce judgment creditor's unsatisfied judgment against member or member's transferee with respect to limited liability company; provides exception for enforcing judgment creditor's unsatisfied judgment against judgment debtor or assignee of judgment debtor of single-member limited liability company under certain circumstances.

	
	
	

	H0281
	Filed 1.19.11
	Property Taxation: Deletes provisions relating to early payment discounts applicable after making request for correction of tax notice or mailing of tax notice that results from value adjustment board action; requires payment of specified percentage of tax bill on or before time certain before issuance of tax certificate or warrant may be stayed pending final action of value adjustment board; requires taxpayer refund or credit if final action results in amount owed that is less than percentage amount paid.

	
	
	

	H0275
	Filed 1.19.11
	Ad Valorem Tax Exemptions for Real Property Used for Charitable Purposes: Authorizes 50% ad valorem tax exemptions for nonexempt owners of real property leased or gratuitously provided to exempt entities for exclusive use for charitable purposes..
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